Holymead Primary
Reception Curriculum Meeting 2026
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Today we will cover:

-Our foundation stage curriculum and the areas of

learning

-Your child’s day

-How your child will learn and be assessed W/\' \\

-How you can support your child
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The Early years foundation stage
statutory framework

It is based on the recognition that children learn best through play and
active learning.

1 — every child is unique

2 —children learn to be strong and independent through positive
relationships

3 —children learn and develop well in enabling environments

4 — children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates

The unique child learns in different ways and at different rates through interactions in
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positive relationships and in enabling environments. @mms
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What will my child be learning?

Prime areas Specific areas
Personal, social & emotional development Literacy
Communication and language Mathematics
Physical development Understanding the World

Expressive arts and Design
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How will my child be learning?

Characteristics of effective learning

« Playing and exploring — investigate and experience things — ‘having a go’

« Active learning — concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter
difficulties, and enjoy achievements

« Creative and thinking critically — develop own ideas and develop
strategies for doing this

* Child-led play
* Play guided by an adult
» Develop confidence and relationships with others

* Extend vocabulary and develop communication skills
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Sensitive Periods in Early Brain Development

Language

Habitual ways of responding
Emotional control
Vision ]

Early years is a vital time for child development — not just learning phonics and numbers.
Language at age 5 is the single most important factor in influencing literacy levels at age 11.

This graph shows us exactly how important the early years are for child development and how there is
a finite window for rapid development in the prime areas, physical processing skills for seeing, hearing

and understanding as well as key dispositions for life.

After the age of 5 the child’s brain is far less able to develop these areas well. This is why time for play
with interested supportive adults for child development to age 7 are more important than ever.



How will | know how my child is doing?

Parents evening takes place twice a year.

Our early years’ team will use their professional knowledge to
understand your child’s level of development. If we have any
concerns about your child's progress, we will discuss these with you.

End of year report.

Early years foundation stage profile (at the end of the eyfs). A child

is defined as having achieved gld if they have reached the expected
level for all the elgs in the prime areas (communication and v~
language; personal, social and emotional development; physical
development) and the specific areas of literacy and mathematics.
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We are a Rights Respecting School

Every child has a right to an education. (Article
28)

The purpose of education is to develop every
child’s personality, talents and mental and
physical abilities. (Article 29)

All children have the right to relax and play, and
to join a wide range of activities. (Article 31)

See the school website for more information on
what a rights respecting school is.
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Our school values
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Behaviour and Expectations

Holymead Vialues Tree
(5
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Behaviour policy is available on school
website.

Incredibly nurturing and focus primarily on
positive praise.

We will celebrate children’s good behaviour
and acts of kindness and helpfulness.

. )
We will use our class charter to encourage and |
show examples of good behaviour. 4
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Zones of Regulation

The ZONES of Regulation™
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BLUE ZONE

Sad
Sick
Tired
Bored
Moving Slowly

GREEN ZONE

Happy
Calm

Feeling Okay
Focused
Relaxed

YELLOW ZONE

Frustrated
Worried
Silly/Wiggly
Excited
Loss of Some Control

RED ZONE

Angry
Terrified
Elated/Ecstatic
Devastated
Out of Control




What will it be like in Reception?

8:35 — 8:45 Children arrive at school
8:45 —9:00 Register

9:00 — 9:30 Phonics

9:30 - 10:15 Independent learning
10:15 —10:30 - Snack

10:30 — 10:40 Whole class input
10:40 — 11:20 Independent learning
11:20 — 11:40 Whole class learning
11:50 — 12:55 Lunch

12:55 — 1:25 register and whole class learning
1:25 — 2:40 Independent learning

2:40 — 3:10 Whole class learning, story, singing and getting ready for home
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TAPESTRY

ONLINE LEARNING
JOURNAL

Tapestry

You can log on to tapestry via the website or on the app and look at your
child’s observations.

We continually observe and assess your child’s progress throughout the
year and sometimes we will record their achievements on tapestry

Will post wow moments as most of the time we will be spending time
interacting and playing with the children.

Every Friday we will post a weekly roundup summarise our learning from | |
the week.

You can write your own observations of your child to show us what they
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can do or like to do at home.
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PHONICS AND EARLY READING

How we teach reading....
We use Unlocking Letters and Sounds scheme.

3 main aims we have for our children in reading:

* To develop decoding skills and fluency
 Strong comprehension of the things they read

* Enjoy reading for pleasure

Unlocktn

Letters & Sounds
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OUR FOCUS IN RECEPTION

Decoding — In Reception we start at the very beginning with

teaching the children the skills they need to decode and read
words

Daily phonics sessions

Keep up sessions for those who need it (up to 3 times a week)

Individual reads

Group reading sessions (from term 3)
Book corners in classrooms and outside to encourage reading

for pleasure

Visit to Wick Road Library

Daily story time



What is phonics?

The alphabetic code

Link between the words we say and the letters that represent each sound.
Blending

Spelling

Reading and books

Grapheme — the written letter or groups of letters

Phoneme — the sounds that the grapheme makes.

Unlocktng,

Letters & Sounds
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Graphemes and phonemes
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Common exception words

the

to into

[ go

nnnnnnnnn
..............

said = have like
SO do - some |
come were there |

little  one  when

out what

‘ Unlocktn

Letters & Sounds
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READING AT HOME

Your child will be coming home with 2 books. * 5-10minutes

« Adecodable reading book, matched to * 3timesaweek

the sounds they know — focus on * Choose a time that works for you

. * Be positive and celebrate successes
decoding.

* Encourage them to point to the
* A reading for pleasure book (shared
graphemes
reading book) to share with your child
* Encourage them to say the sounds

Please put both these books and your child’s and blend them together

reading record in your child’s book bag every day.

* Be patient and let them try and work
it out

* Read common exception words by

sight.




Researchers in the United States who had looked at the
impact of parents reading with their children quoted the
following figures in a news release about their findings:

Here’s how many words children would have heard by the
time they were 5 years old:

Never read to, 4662 words
1-2 times per week, 63,570 words
3-5 times per week, 169,520 words
Daily, 296, 660 words
5 books a day, 1,483,300 words



This films explains the value of re- reading the same book and what you should
focus on each time.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hhu3xeNq3Kg&t=251s



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hhu3xeNq3Kg&t=251s

Writing

Encourage emergent writing and mark making
Supporting the children to make progress
Always make it fun and so it makes sense to them

Encourage them to use their phonics

My Shopping List
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Maths

How we teach maths:
We use ‘Mastering Number’ program which

* Supports fluency in number facts so they are
recalled automatically

* Develops number sense

* Teaches representing number or solving problems
in more than one way




Numbots

Online maths game playable online or through the Numbots app
Logins will be given in term 3

Playing the game little and often will help support your child’s recall and understanding of:
* Subitising
* Number bonds
e Addition

* subtraction

Vs
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Pupil premium support

What is ‘pupil premium’?

* The pupil premium is a sum of money given to
schools each year by the government to
improve the attainment of disadvantaged
children.

* Please go and see Mrs Healy in the office if you
think your child will be entitled to pupil
premium support

"/ school Meal Funding

simple quide for famil;
o from September 202'6'es

&
Hdpm’ every
Id o get the
support they 9
need to thrive! |

From September 2026 there are three types of support related to school meals:

Free School Meals Ever6 Funding é
(FSM Funding) Extra funding for your
Pays for a free school meal child's school for 6 yoars

every day (from Reception to
Year 6)

Free School

Your child’s situation Meals

Targeted FSM

(Household income below £7,400)
Your child qualifies for free school meals
due to your household income.

Expanded FSM from the start

(Your family receives Universal Credit, 0 °
but your income is above £7,400 and your

child has never been “Targetod’ before) Y"

Shifted from ‘Targeted'’ to

‘Expanded’

(Your family income has risen above

£7,400, moving your child to ‘Expanded’ Yes Yes
status) (Expanded) (for 6 years)
Shifted from ‘Targeted’

to no eligibility 0
(Your family income has risen and your

child no longer qualifies) No

Shifted from ‘Expanded’
to no eligibility

(You no longer meet the criteria)

© ©

Tf you're not sure which category your child falls into,
please contact the school office — we're here to help!

Pupil Premium
Funding
Extra funding for your
child's schook to support

their lwaming, welibeing
and opportunities.

Evch Pupil Premium
(FSM Funding) Funding

. g
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School Attendance

« The gate in the playground is open from 8.30am. The Reception school day is from 8.35am
to 3.10pm.

« Please contact the office with any messages about your child's attendance - illness,
absence, appointments, early pick-up etc. You can either drop in and speak to one of the
office team or contact them by email or phone.

« If anyone else will be picking up your child please communicate this with the office by

GOOD PUNCTUALITY MEANS..

Making sure you are at school, ready to learn, before registration starts! \
THIS MEANS ARRIVING EARLY

phone or email. Permission slips for more regular pick ups.

Try to get to school 10 minutes early, get settled and ready to learn!

LOST MINUTES = LOST LEARNING

Email - office@holymeadprimary.co.uk

Phone — 0117 3772381




School Attendance

Attendance In a week you will miss... | In year you will miss... Over the 7 years of
primary school you will
miss...

95% 2 day every 2 weeks 2weeks Over 2 terms

90% Y% a day Almost 4 weeks Over 4 terms

80% 1 day Over 7 weeks 1year & 2terms

70% 1% days 11 weeks Over 2 years

60% 2 days Over 15 weeks 2years &4terms

50% 2 %2 days Almost 20 weeks 32 years
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Holymead Frlends of Holymead

The Friends of Holymead Primary School would like to welcome all new parents and carers to the school
community.

We would like to take this opportunity to let you know a bit more about The Friends of Holymead Primary
School’ and how you can get involved. We really hope to meet you in September.

What's it all about? In 23/24 we raised
Friends of Holymead School are a friendly group over 4 4 2
of parents and carers who work together with the b ' and funded...
school, to support our children's education and ; ’

% 2 y 8 d Infant Disco entertainer/
learning experiences. We provide the school with Qutlast - outdoor SR

2 e ¥ construction Blocks reireshments

extra funding, by raising money in a fun and ]
sociable way. Author visit Santa gits for Infants
When you give support, you're not just baking a Living chicks project Reading Shed Library
cake, donating gifts or giving up your time to <
volunteer for events. You're buying equipment for Coaches for Brean Books for Reading Shed
the playground, new learning activities, sending : %o
children on outings, enabling cultural and ¥r 6 Leavers Disco o
educational opportunities, making new friends SATS breakfast
and helping to make your child's school more
Relane. (24/25 figures will be published in September 2025)

You will find it personally rewarding to engage with the Friends group because it is a great way to make new
friends within the school community. It is also important that the Friends have support from you to enable
the organisation of fun activities for parents and children aswell as raising money for the school.

We can't do it without you!

Friends of Holymead is made up of a committee

3 1
plus a much wider team of helpers, volunteers, Get in touch!

event planners, shoppers, gift wrappers, graphic
designers and cake bakers. Everyone is welcome
and you don't have to join the committee
(although we would love you to!).

We meet every month or so. These meetings are
for everyone, and are a great way to keep up to
date with what is going on. We also keep in touch

with a wider group of volunteers via a whatsap.

Being a parent or carer of a Holymead child means
you are automatically invited to join the Friends.
Please emall us to say hi, and express your interest

in volunteering. holymeadfriends@gmail.com

We also have our Annual General Meeting at the
start of the acedemic year, and everyone is
welcome!

24/25 Committee: Jo Atherton, Becoy Hastie (Co-Chairs), Karis Ford-Roberts, (Treasurers) Mirela Ferencz, Amy Abrahams {Co-

Secretaries) (25/26 committee will be voted in at the AGM)

Email: holymeadfriends@gmail.com

0 Friends of Holymead Primary School Bristol



Helping with reading in school

We would like to invite you to become a parent helper and
support children in school with their reading.

You may choose a day and time that suits you and it could
be every week or ad hoc. You would not be reading with
children in your child’s class but children in one of the other
reception classes.

If this sounds like something you would be interested in
please speak to your child’s teacher.

We really appreciate your continued support.

Thank you

The Reception team

.



Reading morning - Reception

We would like to invite parents in to your child’s classroom from 8:35am till 8:50am to
share your child’s reading book with them. The children really enjoy this opportunity
alongside the reading that parents/carers complete at home.

We will alternate the day each term:
Term 3 — Wednesday
Term 4 — Friday
Term 5 — Wednesday

Term 6 — Friday

We look forward to seeing you.




Reminders

Label everything!!
- PE day is Friday. The children will need to wear their PE kit into school.

Children will need to bring their book bag in each day and their reading
record and reading books should be kept inside.

« Tapestry

Friends of Holymead

Newsletter and website



We’re here to help

The foundation stage is an important start to your child’s school
career. We want them to become happy, confident learners.

We want you to be very involved with your child’s reception
year. You are your child’s first educator and know them best!

If you have any concerns or questions please do not hesitate to
come and see us at pick up or send an email to the office.



