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Our curriculum
At HolymeadPrimary School we want our pupils to achieve high quality outcomes, through a broad, 
balanced, inspiring (creative, fun and exciting) curriculum.

Our focus is on:

ÅKeeping children safe

ÅGood quality teaching focusing on skills and knowledge

ÅA well planned, coherent, varied and interesting curriculum

ÅHigh quality outcomes

ÅMemorable and inspiring experiences

Curriculum

We have identified, using a range of data, 3 key factors that underpin and shape our School 
Curriculum.

ÅtǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ tǳǇƛƭǎΩ tŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ wŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ

Å5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ tǳǇƛƭǎΩ [ƛŦŜ {ƪƛƭƭǎ

ÅLƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ tǳǇƛƭǎΩ /ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ /ŀǇƛǘŀƭ



The EYFS curriculum

Characteristics of Effective Learning:

ÅPlaying and Exploring

ÅActive Learning

ÅCreating and Thinking Critically

ÅEmotional Wellbeing



The EYFS curriculum



Our outdoor areas

ÅAn extra classroom

ÅWe go out in all 
weathers so please 
provide appropriate 
clothing



Trips and visits

ÅLocal visits

ÅExciting trips

ÅDress up days

ÅNativity performances



The school day
ÅThe EYFS framework identifies the essential role of playƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦ 

ÅIt is through both child-led play and play guided by an adult that your child will 

ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǇƭŀȅΣ ƻǳǊ 9ŀǊƭȅ ¸ŜŀǊǎΩ ¢ŜŀƳ 

will help your child to extend their vocabulary and develop their communication 

skills. 

ÅA greater focus on teaching specific skills will occur as your child progresses through 

their Reception year, which will help them to prepare for Year One.

ÅWhen your child is full time we will build up to teaching daily phonics and maths 

sessions  and two other carpets times a day. 

Å²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ Ǉƭŀƴ ƻǳǊ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ ōŀǎŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎΦ 

We will hold a meeting in September/October to explain what your child will be learning 

in school, assessment and an introduction to phonics. 



Settling in

ÅYou will have received information for 
your class outlining the settling in 
procedure for this year. To begin with, 
in September, the children settle in 
small groups. Children will start full 
time from Thursday 18th September. 

ÅNursery visits have already taken place. 

ÅPlease see our website regarding 
information about wraparound care.



Reception daily routine
Å8:35 ς8:40 Children arrive at school

Å8:40 ς9:00 Funky fingers/register

Å9:00 ς9:25 Phonics

Å9:25 ς9:45 Snack

Å9:45 ς10:00 Playtime

Å10:00 ς10:15 Carpet time

Å10:15 ς11:20 Play learning inside and outside

Å11:20 ς11:50 Carpet time and getting ready for lunch

Å11:50 ς12:55 Lunch

Å12:55 ς1:15 Register and carpet time

Å1:15 ς2:45 Play learning inside and outside

Å2:45 ς3:10 Story/singing and getting ready for home



Lunchtime

ÅUniversal free school meal for children up to 7. 
The school lunches are freshly cooked on the 
premises. 

ÅSchool Menu is at the office and online on our 
website.

ÅYou can choose school dinner or bring in a 
packed lunch.



ÅFree fruit and vegetables provided 
daily.

ÅWater bottles available all day.

ÅMilk is free until children turn 5 and 
then you can order and pay for milk 
if you wish. Please ask at the school 
office. 

Mid morning snack



Getting ready for school
You can help your child prepare for school by:

ÅPlaying games that encourage taking turns and sharing.

ÅTeaching them to recognisetheir name. 

ÅShowing them how to hold a pencil with a comfortable grip 
and get them to colourin pictures to practisepencil 
control.

ÅSinging nursery rhymes and listening to stories. 

Help your child to become independent by:

ÅTeaching them to dress themselves- especially coats, shoes 
and socks!

ÅMaking sure they are in a habit of going to the toilet, 
wiping themselves, flushing the handle and washing their 
hands. (Refer to ERIC charity for support with potty
training)

ÅTeaching them to use a knife and fork to eat.



UnicefRights Respecting School

Å²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀ ΨDƻƭŘ wƛƎƘǘǎ wŜǎǇŜŎǘƛƴƎ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩΣ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ¦bL/9C ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ψ/ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ wƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
/ƘƛƭŘΩ ό/w/ύΦ

ÅHolymeadPrimary School has a strong belief that our 
children should be aware of their rights as children and 
have a right to be heard. As well as learning about our 
rights, we learn that EVERYONE else has rights too.

ÅwŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ŜŀŎƘ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƻǳǊ ΨwƛƎƘǘǎ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ 
DǊƻǳǇΩ όw!Dύ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƳŜǘ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ƻƴ ŀ 
national and international level.

Article 31: Every child has the right to relax, play and take 
part in a wide range of cultural and artistic activities.



School uniform

ÅWhite/dark purple polo shirts

ÅGrey/black school 
trousers/shorts/skirt/dress

ÅDark purple fleece/ jumpers/ cardigans

ÅWhite and purple summer dresses

ÅBlack school shoes or all black trainers

ÅFastenings they can do for themselves e.g. 
Velcro on shoes

ÅEverything labelled/named please!



What do you need to bring to school?

ÅBook bag ςȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŘƛŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ōƻƻƪǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴ ƘŜǊŜ ƻƴŎŜ ǘƘŜȅ 
have settled in.

ÅNamed water bottle.

ÅWeather appropriate clothing (e.g. raincoats, sunhats, wellies).



PE kit

ÅWhite/purple t-shirt

ÅBlack shorts/ jogging bottoms/ 
leggings

ÅBlack daps/trainers

ÅEarrings need covering with 
tape. Please no dangly ear 
rings, just studs or small hoops



Communication

ÅParent mail

ÅSchool newsletter

ÅSchool website

ÅTapestry

ÅCome and have a chat


