
Our aims of the evening are to share with you:

• Our Foundation Stage curriculum and the areas of learning

• Your child’s day

• Phonics

• How your child will learn and be assessed

• How you can help your child



Nurture, Inspire, Achieve

• Holymead Primary School NURTURES children through a safe, 
caring and supportive environment.

• Holymead Primary School INSPIRES children through creative, 
exciting learning experiences. 

• Holymead Primary School aims to enable every child to 
ACHIEVE their full potential.



We are a Rights Respecting School

• Every child has a right to an education. (Article 28)

• The purpose of education is to develop every child’s 
personality, talents and mental and physical abilities. 
(Article 29)

• All children have the right to relax and play, and to join 
a wide range of activities. (Article 31)

• See the School website for more information on what a 
Rights Respecting School is.



What is the Early Years Foundation Stage Statutory 
Framework?

• The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) statutory framework is a government 
document that all schools and Ofsted-registered early years providers in England must 
follow. It sets standards for the learning, development and care of your child from 
birth to 5 years old. The standards ensure your child will learn and develop well and 
are kept healthy and safe.

• It is based on the recognition that children learn best through play and active learning. 



4 Overarching Principles

1 – Every child is unique

2 – Children learn to be strong and independent through positive 
relationships

3 – Children learn and develop well in enabling environments

4 – Children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates

The unique child learns in different ways and at different rates through 

interactions in  positive relationships and in enabling environments.



What will my child be learning?

3 Prime Areas of Learning

Personal, social & emotional development

Communication and  language

Physical development

4 specific Areas of Learning

Literacy

Mathematics

Understanding the World

Expressive arts and Design



How will my child be learning?
• The EYFS framework identifies the essential role of play in your child’s development. It 

is through both child-led play and play guided by an adult that your child will develop 
confidence and relationships with others. Through play, our Early Years’ Team will help 
your child to extend their vocabulary and develop their communication skills. 

• The EYFS framework identifies three characteristics of effective teaching and learning:

• Playing and exploring – investigate and experience things – ‘having a go’

• Active learning – concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and 
enjoy achievements

• Creative and thinking critically – develop own ideas and develop strategies for 
doing this

A greater focus on teaching specific skills will occur as your child progresses through 
their Reception year, which will help them to prepare for Year One.



How will I know how my child is doing?

• Our Early Years’ Team will use their professional knowledge to
understand your child’s level of development. If we have any concerns
about your child's progress, we will discuss these with you.

• Discussions at Parents’ Evenings twice a year will inform you on how your
child is progressing.

• End of year report.

• Early Years Foundation Stage Profile (at the end of the EYFS)



Good level of development

• At the end of Reception we assess the children against all 17 areas of 
Development Matters. 

• If your child is at the expected level in the first 12 out of 17 areas they would 
have a ‘good level of development’. 

• If your child is emerging(below the expected level) in one of the 12 areas, they 
would not meet a ‘good level of development’. If this is the case this 
information would be shared with their year 1 teacher so they can receive the 
necessary support. 



Baseline

The Reception Baseline Assessment is a new national assessment that will be 
administered in Reception classes in all primary, infant and first schools in England.

This will form the baseline for primary progress measures, allowing schools to 
receive credit for the progress their pupils make throughout their time in primary 

school.



What will it be like in Reception? 

Fine motor skill development – muscles in fingers. 
Play, play and more play! 
Daily phonics and maths sessions
Two carpet times a day
Handwriting sessions 
Planning linked to children’s interests.
We will hear the children read once a week. 



Behaviour and Expectations 

• The first few weeks and months will be spent settling children in, setting 
expectations and creating a whole class ethos and culture. 

• Behaviour policy is available on school website. 

• Incredibly nurturing and focus primarily on praise and reward. 

• We will celebrate children’s good behaviour and acts of kindness and 
helpfulness. 

• We will use our Class Charter to encourage and show examples of good 
behaviour. 

• There will be a visual behaviour system. 



Behaviour

• In Reception to reinforce positive behavior we use our rainbow 
behavior system. 

• Each day all children start on the sun which is our expectation for 
the day. If they exceed this expectation they would move up to the 
rainbow, e.g. being helpful, trying hard with something they find 
tricky, persevering.  If children do not follow behavior expectations 
they would receive a verbal warning, if this continues they would 
move down to the cloud. 

• There is always a possibility of moving back up to the sun by 
making good choices. We have found this visual behavior chart 
really successful in the past we would appreciate your support with 
discussing positive behavior at home. 



The Classroom
• Different areas within the indoor and outdoor area. 

• Lots of floor space for the children to spread out. 

• Quality resources accessible by the children. 

• Language rich environment with everything labelled with pictures.

• Resources enhanced throughout each week according to what the children have 
been doing. 



Learning journey
• We continually observe, assess and record your children’s achievements & 

progress on Ipads throughout year 

• New curriculum has given us the opportunity to spend more time interacting and 
playing with the children. 

• You can log on to Tapestry via the website or on the app and look at your child’s 
observations. 

• You can write your own observations of your child to show us what they can do or 
like to do at home. There are some things that are easier to observe from home 
rather than at school, I can get dressed by myself, I can share with my 
brother/sister, I can count to 10 etc. 



Login to your account



Click on ‘observations’



Click on ‘add observation’



Complete the observation form and upload a 
photo



Unlocking Letters and Sounds
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Pre-School

Phase 1

Reception T1 Reception T2 Reception T3 Reception T4 Reception T5 Reception T6

Phase 2 Complete Phase 2
Phase 3

Continue Phase 3
Phase 3 mastery

Phase 3 mastery Phase 4
Phase 4 Mastery

Year 1 T1 Year 1 T2 Year 1 T3 Year 1 T4 Year 1 T5 Year 1 T6

Phase 
4 Revision (with Y1 
NC requirements)

Phase 5a Mastery Phase 5a (plus 
Y1 NC requirements)

Phase 5b Phase 5c

Year 2 T1 Year 2 T2 Year 2 T3 Year 2 T4 Year 2 T5 Year 2 T6

Phase 5a (spelling 
recap)

5b Mastery

Phase 5c mastery Continue teaching discrete Year 2 spelling lessons.

Provide regular intervention and robust assessment for children who need support to master phonic skills.













Decoding Prosody Comprehension



Decoding Prosody Comprehension

Book talk -
Introduce the 
book and the 
focus of the 

session

Phonic focus -
Revisit key GPCs 
and CEWs found 

in text

Blending focus –
blend and read 

some of the 
words they will 

encounter in 
the text

Vocabulary –
Discuss the 

meaning of any 
words the 

children may be 
unfamiliar with

Independent 
reading –

teacher tunes in 
to each child to 

check and 
support 

accurate and 
fluent decoding



Model reading some of text 
to children with appropriate

intonation and expression

Children echo the teacher’s 
reading with the correction 
intonation and expression

Move into independent 
reading with all children 
reading the text to apply 

their learning. Adult “tunes” 
in to one child at a time to 
check using prosody and 
support fluent reading

Decoding Prosody Comprehension



Introduce the 
comprehension focus for 

the reading session: 
retrieval, inference, 

deduction, sequencing 
and prediction

Teacher-talking the 
thought processes 

leading 
to comprehension

Ask pre-prepared 
questions linked 

to comprehension focus

Decoding Prosody Comprehension
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Common Exception Words



Reading at home 
• 5 – 10 minutes

• Choose a time that works for you

• Be positive and celebrate successes

• Encourage them to point to the 
graphemes

• Encourage them to say the sounds and 
blend them together

• Be patient and let them try and work it 
out 

• Read common exception words by 
sight. 



Spelling 
• Segmenting words

• Daily writing as part of phonics lessons



Concerns about progress

• All children are different 

• Discuss any concerns with teachers

• Teachers will assess your child reguarly

• Interventions to support child in the 
specific skill they are struggling with

• Adaptions for children with SEND



•

•

•

•





Reading expectations

• 5/10 minutes 3 times a week

• Reading record

• Changing reading books

• Monitoring reading logs



How you can help your child at home

• Lots of positive support.

• Routines.

• Shared books, reading books, Tapestry home learning

• Write in your child’s reading record so we know they have read 
at home

• Variety of books for pleasure

• Library

• Any difficulties at home please speak to the teacher.



Young children need to develop the muscles in their fingers 
before they can hold a pencil properly. 



• Cross the river 

• What’s in the box? 

• Metal mike 

Go on a sound hunt in the 
garden or around the house. 

Target practise: Hit the 
grapheme or word with the 

football! 

Go on a treasure hunt, reading clues 
along the way. 



• Praise your child for ‘play writing’. 

• Write with your child- ‘think out loud’

• Spellings- phonetically spelt. 

• Encourage correct formation of letters and lowercase

• Give your child a purpose for writing:

Send an email to family

Write a shopping list

Write a birthday card
Treasure maps 





Home learning

• Home learning will be posted through Tapestry every Wednesday. 

• Home learning will be used to support the children with embedding the 
phonics sounds and numbers they have learnt in school. 

• We understand that some weeks it may not be possible for your child to 
complete the home learning. If this is the case you can always catch up at a 
later date . Your child’s class teacher will comment on your child’s home 
learning and the children will often have opportunities to share their home 
learning photos with the class.  

• Reading



British values 
What are ‘fundamental British values’?

• Schools are required to provide for the spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) development of their pupils. As 
part of this requirement, we are expected to actively promote fundamental British values. 

• The government defines these as: 

• Democracy

• The rule of law

• Individual liberty

• Mutual respect and tolerance of different faiths and beliefs 

What does this mean for my child? 

• Our efforts to promote fundamental British values are designed to prepare children for life in modern Britain. 
Ultimately, we aim to help pupils understand: 

• The importance of combatting discrimination 

• How we can influence decision-making by taking part in democratic processes like voting and petitioning 

• Our freedom under British law to choose different faiths and beliefs

• That the law is there to keep us safe



Pupil Premium support

Is your child entitled to Pupil Premium Support?

What is ‘Pupil Premium’?

• Introduced in 2011, the pupil premium is a sum of money given to schools each 
year by the Government to improve the attainment of disadvantaged children.

• 1:1 or small group support from LSA

• Extra reading support within class

• Free school sweatshirt

• Please go and see Mrs Healy  in the office if you think your child will be entitled 
to Pupil Premium support



School Attendance Matters

Every child should end the year with attendance 
above 97%



Every School Day Counts – but every minute is 
equally as important

Top tip -
Prepare for school the night 
before by making sure that 
uniform, book bags, packed 
lunches etc are ready!



House Keeping 

• Label everything!!

• PE day is Friday. The children will need to wear their PE kit into school. 

• Children will need a named water bottle brought in each day and sent home to 
be washed. 

• Children will need to bring their book bag in each day and their Reading Record 
should be kept inside. 

• Children will be offered fruit and milk each day at snack time. 



Parent Partnership

• We want you to be very involved with your child’s Reception Year. 
• You are your child’s first educator and know them best.
• Open door policy. 
• Please share with us anything you have done at home that means 

something to your child and we will share and celebrate it at school. 
• Contributing on Tapestry 





Reading morning poster



Good bye and thank you 

The Foundation Stage is an important start to your 
child’s school career. We want them to become 

happy, confident learners.

If you have any concerns or questions please do 
not hesitate to come and see us at pick up or send 

an email to the office. 


